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through walls of violence and oppression. Cecily Belle Bains’ “Dear Diaspora
Child” creates its own recipients, as any reader who has never “set foot on the
soil of your people” is reassured by the cascading repetition of her poem.

As letters are replaced with emails, texts, social media, phone and video
calls, sites and blogs, this collection mixes in poems that allude to these
platforms. They address the fear of disconnection and the strangeness of
learning about someone through the filter of screens. Paradoxically, these
forms of media are barriers as well as facilitators of connection. Learning of a
death of an online friend, Raoul Fernandes is doubly removed, first physically
from the long distance loss and again as the blue screen cannot facilitate
the speaker’s grief. In “SpaceTime,” Yusef Saadi’s jumble of platforms and
plethora of shared data and images can’t fill a lifetime. Sennah Yee’s “Internet
Safety” contains other dangers, where an online avatar is a means of
assuming an identity outside of her racialized one. Updates on Livejournal, a
popular blogging community in the early 2000s, becomes a carrier for Kayla
Czaga’s nostalgia for the adjacent experiences of high school.

For US poet Raymond Antrobus, reading about the killing of a deaf man
on his phone brings the acts of police brutality closer, not further from his
present. Ariana Reines describes her flickering thoughts while tweeting,

“wavering/Pieces of consciousness eloquenﬂy/ Describing to me giving up
on the thought/ Of ever reaching you.” These poems may not ever reach
their intended recipients, but they reach us across time and space with their
wishes for authentic connections. These poems are a reminder that even in
times of social isolation, someone’s always listening.

THE POEMS
THE RIVER-MERCHANT'S TWO GUNS IN THE SKY FOR
WIFE: A LETTER, AFTER LI PO DANIEL HARRIS
by Ezra Pound by Raymond Antrohus
MY GRANDMOTHER’S INTERNET SAFETY
LOVE LETTERS by Sennah Yee
by Hart Crane
AN ONLINE FRIEND DIES
LETTERS SOMEWHERE OUTSIDE
by Russell Thornton THE INTERNET
by Raoul Fernandes
DEAR UPDIKE
by Evelyn Lau SPACETIME
‘ by Yusef Saadi
WHERE THERE’S A WALL
by Joy Kogawa INNER LIFE
- by Ariana Reines
DEAR DIASPORA CHILD
by Cicely Belle Blain LIVEJOURNAL.COM/
LONELYRADIO
by Kayla Czaga BOETRY
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A poetry mixtape edited by Phoebe Wang, IGPOESIE
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